Okay, so welcome to this interview with Daniel uh Hungarian ambassador in the Netherlands, uh We have some few questions that we will be talking about today, uh and we will go more in depth, of course, uh about some questions and uh we will try to uh keep it also general as well. 
So my first question for you is what schools or course and courses did you attend or study? 
I did not study very traditional way because I switched from a different universities to other universities because I wanted to follow some courses. I wanted to follow some professors and I wanted to study in some cities. So I studied actually in uh the University of Gr Graswad in northeast Germany. The University of Fedisfen the Zeppelin University, the University of Vienna and onash University, a German speaking um university in Budapasten and I also attended courses, uh at the University of Salamanca, Timishava in in Romania and K Krishna Boca in Romania. And how many years did these studying take? I studied, well, university studies in total things five or six years, six years probably yeah. So this will be like a master's problem. Yes, exactly, yeah, okay. Masters and masters. And uh may I ask you why you moved to several universities and countries for either diploma? Yes, well one one idea was that I wanted to have my my bachelor's um in in something related to government stat management, administration. um, but I was not able to find a course that fitted what I wanted to learn. So um actually I started learning um what I wanted to learn and then afterwards only um checked how I could make a course of of that. So I studied a state law and politics in Kart, so I wanted to have a German legal background as well, even though I didn't want to study law for for a whole course. and then I went to Fred, which fitted much better over my expectations because they had uh public management and governance courses. I attended those. But then um since I'm Hungarian, I wanted to be closer to my home place um and uh there was a possibility to have a co stratism uh, the University of Vienna and that was actually what I originally wanted to study. So that was a mix of politics, law, economy and history. and uh that's why I earn my bachelor's degree finally in in Vienna. And then I moved for the Masters to Budapest uh and did my two masters, one in uh international relations and one in century European studies at the Angashia University. And then Tim Schusoker and Salamanca was uh just to learn languages and uh and see the world a bit. Okay. And her I assume that all these courses were in English. No, um in German, English, French, Romanian. So different languages. But yeah, in Germany was mainly German and uh which um basic schools or middle schools that you attend so like in your younger years? I did my eights in Hambur in Germany. So German is actually my well, let's say first language. and uh that was a simple yeah, A level actually. Okay. 


Then my second question is for you is uh which languages do you speak and how important are, you know, knowing languages and speaking them uh in your job. 
Besides my mother tongue, which is Hungarian, I speak German, um English, French, Dutch, that Romanian, and I understand some other languages, but uh it's a bit more difficult to speak. For example, Italian or Spanish, if they speak, I understand most of it, but uh I would have difficulties to express myself properly and uh where did you learn all these languages? So I assumed that German in the time you were studying in Germany, but the other ones like French. I French mainly in Germany as well, because a school in Germany, it's obligatory to have two foreign languages at least. So I had uh French and English as foreign languages in my in my gymnasium, and then, of course, I did uh language courses and uh attended for some of the longer language course in France and the south of France to improve my French, um and well, I just started reading a lot, um in in different languages. So for example, English, um I have never spent a longer period in English-speaking country, but I read English books. I watched English movies. um so this helps a lot of course, also to improve your language skills. And I'm learning by doing. So language is need to be practiced. 
Yeah. Uh, but uh French is also like the dipomatic language, now it's becoming mainly English, but French is also a diplomatic language. Do you use that in your daily life or is it not important that's much more? 
Well, yes, and no. I would say, um that in in working life, you can survive easily with English. If you speak English only, that's it's fairly enough, because there are very few for where you need really need um the classic diplomatic languages like French, for example, you can survive without that. on EUle, on um international organizations level, English is is is fairly enough. Okay. But, of course, it is a cultural question if you speak languages, you have better access to people. You have better access to Bephora that are maybe um smaller ones or side events. So, for example, um being a French speaker, I'm also a member of the club of the French speaking ambassadors. which, of course, allows me to have more meetings, a better contact uh to the people, or speaking Dutch. um, you know, I think notinety0% of the Dutch people younger than 50 speak fluent English. So actually, you would not have a need to learn dut. But once you speak Dutch of course it's easier to communicate with people. It's easier to have an axis. So speaking languages makes a difference, but in today's world English is is is, of course, the communication language number one. Because as you said that in Netland show could survive easily with English, but there are several countries where education for English is maybe not there, and then you would really have to learn with language, so that you could communicate with the people and they developed your life there and live easily more easily. Exactly, yeah. No, English, English without English, you can't survive internationally, of course, but all the rest is is something that you that you take as an option. If you if you can. And it's also, you know, a question of honor, if you, for example, in my case, I'm here in the Netherlands, of course it's a question of honoring the host country and the host nation by learning and speaking the language. 
Okay. My third question, which I have for you is, uh, what does your job involve on a daily basis? 
Well, the working life of an embassy and ambassador is is a very diverse because it ranges from the consulate work that we are doing here that is uh you know, giving out passports and IDs and birth certificates and and that sort of thing where you have the documentation, um very legal work, very administrational work, but that's the service we we do mainly for our own citizens and here in citizens that live here in the Netherlands or need consular help. Now that is also one important part that if a Hungarian citizen is in need of help, um due to anything, uh, that can be can be any interfere any any situation with the with the Dutch government's uh forces with the police in in normal cases. If if there is a problem or that can be that people lose their documents and they need new documents or um if if there's an accident, a series one and they they need help translate to someone who explains the legal situation. Well, arr range of of that. That's the consulate, then besides that we have the embassy as an institution, which needs to be run. So I'm actually the employer of all the people who work here in the embassy, so there is a vacations to be planned and salaries to be paid and and and all this kind of administration that comes with the institution of an embassy, and then, of course, there are the political relations between Hungary and the Netherlands. That is, of course, uh one of my main tasks, uh, and consumes most of my time as well. But then we have the international organizations here because the Netherlands is a special case, uh, where the Hungarian ambassador is not only the ambassador to the kingdom of the Netherlands, but is also the representative to the international organizations. like the OPCW, for example, um that is uh actually have the yearly big conference at the moment, uh I mentioned to you earlier. It's the organization for the prohibition of chemical weapons. Very important organization, but that comes with a lot of a lot of work, but they are the internationalords, like the ICC, the ICJ, the PCA, um and and all sorts of other institutions like eurogists, Europol, ASA Aztec. um so the Netherlands is a very interesting place because we're not only a bilateral embassy, but also permanent representation to the international organizations. And then, of course there are many, many more things where we have cultural activities and we have a general outreach to other embassies or we have a special task at the moment with the European Union presidency. So it it is difficult to to say how a normal working day looks like because it's really arranged from A to a lot of different things. for example, the embassy festival was like a a way that you can promote your culture, right in other country. The embassy festival, if you refer to the one one days or two days program here in the Hague, um that is one of the um few occasions where we as an embassy have the um possibility to present ourselves to the general public. um that is organized by I think um the city of Be Hague and uh and a foundation together, and this is indeed um a two days or so a program where where the embassy and the Hungarian culture in general is Hungarian companies as well, and uan artists have the possibility to to show themselves to the general public that is walking around at Lanta.. then my fourth question, which I have for you, is, uh, how do you build a good relationship between your country and your host country? Well, this is, of course not only my task. uh this is uh something people very often think it's the ambassador who built the good relations. And today's diplomacy, it's not only the ambassador that builds the relations, but it's a range of yeah, it's the Hungarian government, it's the Dutch government, but it's a lot of civil people. It's just, you know, every Hungarian that lives in the Netherlands is in the end, a kind of an ambassador of the Hungarian culture and um build as bridges hopefully. And the Dutch people that go to Hungary is some live there, some go there for holidays, they also represent the Dutch culture and the Dutch country. My task as ambassador, of course, is the official relations between the two countries. and there my task is to explain Hungarian politics to the Dutch and um explain the Dutch situation to the Hungarians. And if I do my job correctly and if I don't have a lot of interference, for example, uh through fake news or something, then um the the people at lead our countries are able to communicate on a on a basis where they have the facts right, they understand each other. They know where the countries are, and then they can see if they have common ground for developing uh further relations or not. Sometimes there are different interests. Sometimes there are different ideologies. There are sometimes different um opinions about this and that. But if you if you know where you are exactly and what the differenceces are, then you can develop further um good corporation. And this is the political usually, then of course you have economical relations, um that is something where my job is, um for example, to show to Dutch companies, how they can invest and work in Hungary or vice versa to Hungarian companies, what economic possibilities you have in the Netherlands. This is, for example, very a political, very technical sometimes, because it's about Texan environ, it's about labor force, it's about infrastructure, and so on, but just to give you a number, more than 500 Dutch companies are active in Hung, because for the Dutch companies to invest in Hungary is a great opportunity. For many, many different reasons depends on the industry, this is one. And then, of course, we have cultural relations where, again, independent from the political situation, it's about literature, it's about arts, it's about sculpture, it's about paintings, it's about music, it's about fantastic things. So it's it's again, a broad range. And what we can do as an embassy is, of course, bring people together let them speak, let them let them talk, like directly from one Hungea into one Dutch organization or person, and then see if if we can we can help them develop their ideas of operation further. So you help uh like two countries, so in this case, in Netlands and Augury, uh politics as well as economical uh aspects, uh help to communicate with each other and uh through that, perhaps also build a relationship and uh have inf investments or uh improvements in the future. Exactly. So it's really a broad range. You know, when a company approaches me that they would think about investing in Hungary, I explain to them why it would be interesting for them to invest in Hungary and not somewhere else. or why it would not be interesting for them. Also that is an aspect, because if you know I tell I tell them that it's perfect to invest in hungry, but for them, in the end it turns out that it's not perfect, then of course then they might be disappointed. So they always have to give the real picture in politics, in economy and in cultural. I have to show where we are, and then we can see what we can do together. I can imagine that, for example, in politics now, of course, many Dutch polit politicians speak English, so there's not a problem, but I can imagine that for you, it's easier to understand Dutch politics. uh, because you speak Dutch, rather than someone that doesn't speak Dutch because, of course, uh we don't have ind Netherlands like uh English is not used in politics as uh in like for example, the Philippine Islands. Yes, that's that's right here in the Netherlands, it helps me a lot that Amar speaker. Actually, that was one of the reasons why my government chose me to send to the Netherlands because it's a it's very important for my government to send ambassadors who, if possible speak the local language, that makes my life easy because if there is a press conference, you know, I can watch it life on TV and understand it without translators. I can understand everything what's going on in real time. So I don't have to wait for for a newspapers to to translate it, explain it to me for my staff to translate it. but uh this helps a lot, yeah. But also in personal conversations, of course. I can imagine that apart from the language is also a perhaps beneficial for a diplomat or ambassador that understands another culture as well, uh apart from the language, uh Do you think that that helped, for example, maybe in a case of like Germany, because you studied there a lot and then you understand your cultural better and you uh perhaps um uh don't have any misunderstandings? Ah, yes, I think that helps a lot of course, because, you know, language is one method to communicate. Um, but it's a very complex method to communicate. And you have sometimes translations are. I don't know if you have ever translated texts, uh from one language to another, but very often if you if you meet a situation where for example, you have a joke, a joke is usually something difficult to translate because it comes from a cultural background. It comes from the situation that people would would understand automatically the situation in the same way. And once this this cultural background is not the same. It can happen that something which is very funny in one language, if you just translated, it will not be funny at all. So you need, of course, then to know the the different culture and you need to translate the joke, maybe in with a completely different words. It can be a perfect translation does not automatically need, it will be perfectly understand it's understandable. So sometimes you need to have different words for the same situation to to make the situation understood. And this is, of course, um the background where we are coming from if you understand the Dutch culture, you will understand much better. um uh how to explain to them the Hungariansecution and vice versa. This is why it's also very important to speak directly with people and not communicate through when it comes to politics. For example, to communicate through newspapers or something. Because then you have always the possibility that things are not understood correctly, and then you grow is like uh, if something in real time uh isn't understood properly, then you can always correct it directly and don't have to wait it once again. Exactly. So this is why I for example, my personal method here in the Netherlands is to speak with as many people as possible, even with people, of course, that well, I know that we have differences. And this is what is fantastic in the Netherlands, that here people are very pragmatic. So you can meet practically with everyone and you can meet, have a coffee, and yet then you understand that, okay, maybe in some questions we do not agree, but another questions we can we can find for common ground, we can we can develop that further. And this is fantastic here. And this is something very cultural touch. There is so pragmatic, many other nations are not that pragmatic. This can be also like beneficial within economical aspects of the job right, so. 
Uh, then my fifth question, which I have for you are um is what are the biggest challenges you face in your role as an ambassador. 
Biggest challenges, well. rages again from A to that, um staff is a question? use the more I were, the more work I generate, the more work there is, the more work my staff has. So at the moment, um we are, well, quite some diplomats here uh at the embassy, but but I have the feeling it's it's not enough, because I am a very active person and I would like to do much more, um but then, of course, uh every working day has a certain number of hours usually a little bit more than in the contracts. But but I staff is is one of pragmatic challenge, for example. Another challenge is, yeah, is time management. I want to be a in in so many places at the same time that I can't. So I have to, you know, decide if I get invitations for events, okay, do I go to that or to that? or the third one? And that makes it sometimes a bit difficult, um that I would love to have a much longer day. but of course, you can't be everywhere and and and we're working together with our colleagues that we somehow manage. Yeah, because I can imagine that uh because in the country like the Nethers, which has a big thing in the AU, but another a lot of other corporations it's uh there are a lot of like meetings that you can attend your conferences and I can imagine that that's like a problem compared to uh perhaps other European or in general, just other countries that are not maybe that important or don't have a as much of a big saying in that corporation or a conference as the Netherlands does certain conferences. Yes, well, and and the Netherlands is a small country, but also very active one, you know, as as you said, um, just imagine 500 Dutch companies active in Hungary, I would love to visit all of them, but, you know, 500 companies to be visited, and I don't know, more than 100 embassies here and and so many institutions, so many companies, so many events, it's impossible. I understand. But uh well, actually, my team and I, we manage quite well, I think. um in the the first months, I wrote after only at March. I I asked my team to arrange a number of meetings and in the end we ended up that I think we had we had in the first weeks, we had we have already broke through the 200 meetings number and so on. But that's I mean, this is practicality. That's one challenge. Then the other challenge is, of course, to identify where can we still push our bilateral relations to a better ground, So also to find people to find subjects, to find commemoration dates, to find situations where we can help the two countries get closer to each other. This is more content-wise a challenge. There you need a lot of creativity, you need a lot of knowledge, you need a lot of information, and then if you can put that together in a way that that brings our operations more forward, that's that's of course, also a challenge. As you already told with the amount of meetings you had at your first week, uh, I can imagine that, for example, the Dutch planning as they have with their agenda, can perhaps help, but also like work against your business, right? Yes, uh yes, actually, yes. Um My my uh experience, for example, is that it is very um it is very strict in the in the Netherlands that people meet during working hours and the working hours are taken very seriously. So while in Hungary people would meet um before starting of the working time for, let's say, have a breakfast together, a working breakfast, then they would meet during the lunch meeting, um to have a working lunch and in the afternoon, it's on the evening, you know, they they continue networking, for example, much more, and the Dutch, they say, okay, I have my work day start. said, I don't know, depends eight or nine. That's the beginning and it ends at, I don't know, four or five, and that's where it ends.. So it's very difficult for a example for many diplomats that are used to a classical diplomatic events like in other countries that in the evening, you have a lot of networking events. Well, you will not meet a lot of Dutch people in the evening events because that's private life. which is actually fantastic.. It's it's it's a great great for them, but for for diplomats, uh for example, it's sometimes a little bit uh new situation and that they have to get used to it. Yeah, because as you told that you a mel diplomat souing yourself are very busy, so the next it may be uh harder to have networking events on during the day and it's easier to get them in the evening, but that then this canceled because of like Dutch traditions orutch culture.. 
Okay, then the six question with HI have for you is, uh, what are some important projects or issues, your embassy is working on right now? 
Well, maybe you have heard about your presidency, and this is of course, something we are working here on uh really seriously, because this is uh affecting our daily work. um a lot. So this is what we yeah, what what we work a lot because the in the Netherlands, we have a special situation that it is a bilateral EU relation, but has all international organizations. And the European Union has a representation here, but not a delegation, because usually delegations are what they have in third countries or where they are bigger international organizations. Now, here they have only a representation. That means that the country that is the rotating you president has much more to work because we really represent the European Union in many events and uh meetings. So that takes a lot of my time, uh since 1 of July, until third, firstst of December. So for half a year, it's it's only half a year, but it's it's a very intensive half a year. And also we organized meetings, for example, um, for all the UU ambassadors with members of the new government. um so we are planning a meeting at the moment with the minister of Foreign Affairs, uh of the Netherlands and some of the members of the diplomatic corps have already met with him and for them, it's maybe not so special, but interesting because it's in front just uh ahead of a European summit but for some, it's maybe the first time they meet the minister because it's a new government, yeah, and uh that makes our rule here at the moment very interesting. Where I organized a meeting together with Cat in the bo, the president of uh the executive director, and to be more precise of the Europo, the European police organization, and that was also great that this is a European Union organization and some of my colleagues have never met the the people there. And I was in the lucky situation that I could host an event with the executive director in Europe and that was a fantastic meeting. So these are just to give you two examples, bilateral and multilateral uh what what we are doing. I can imagine that, for example, the meeting with the minister of Foreign Affairs that many you embassies had was also like a special because of the setting of the government took a lot of time. So then it was like a long period where which the ambassador embassies had two ways that uh who was going to be the minister of foreign affairs and so on and so on. 
But now speaking of the Hungarian presidency of the council of the European Union, uh I have a question and which is uh what influence did you as an ambassador have on the Hungarian presidency of the council? 
EU presidency if we speak the big presidency, I have no inflence because that happens and wouldapest and in Brussels and that's practically where all the very big issues are handled. Of course, here in the Hankue, I am a kind of a messenger, I'm kind of a translator. I'm I'm explaining to my colleagues what has been planned, what is being decided in in and Budapest, what Buddabest plans to bring to Brussels. And so I I explained this to all the diplomatic community here in in the Hague. And vice versa, of course, they very often give me some input or information, what their capitals, what their ministries of foreign affairs think about it. They have additional information, maybe that uh my colleagues in Budapest did not receive from their colleagues from the certain country. So the more information we can give and the more information we can get, the better. Because I ask this question because, uh when the Hungarian Hungarian prison here of the council started, there were some things that happened within Hungarian politics and politicians, uh that was like very controversial for uh Dutch people and many newspapers as well as politicians, uh were kind of annoyed by the actions that happened. And I wanted to ask because you said that you have to communicate from you have to represent like Hungary and you have to communicate Hungary Hungarian, like ideology or um the way Hungaria works, uh through to the Dutch people and uh maybe I would like to ask that you had like, for example, an influence of uh how you explained to Dutch people why certain things happened at the beginning of the presidency. Yes, in in explanation, of course, this is one of my key roles. This is what is that exchange of information. Of course, I don't take decisions where my prime minister travels or what he says, uh, and and so on. But I am the one who's going to the Dutch politicians, for example, um I was the first ambassador of a country with the U presidency that went to theama, the the Dutch parliament to explain the U priorities, for example. usually the Tama uh here's only their own ambassadors in the country, so the Dutch ambassador in Budapest and I offered them that hey guys, I'm here, I'm ready to explain to you what the Hungarian presidency will look like.. And if you would like to hear it, I'm here. I'm ready to explain it to you. and they invited me. It was the first time ever uh that that a foreign ambassador was invited to explain. And I was very good, because then all the members of parliament of theamer had the chance to ask me directly not to read in the newspapers, but ask me directly. What do you think about this? What does your government with that? What is the position of your prime minister on this? So we had a good discussion and that is how things should work, actually, that you don do not read about someone in that way that was translated in that way or the other, but have a direct contact. Yeah, because, uh, many of the things that happened in this very calmer are recorded and broadcasted through national television or either you can find it back on Internet. And I think that that was extremely important because, as I said earlier, many people were quite of annoyed by the actions that happened. And truly toed camera, which is, of course, an official government and the Parliament, you could actually show directly to the people why those things happened and then people can get a better understanding of why that actually happened, which is really important, of course. Exactly. The better is just if the politicians speak directly with each other in in such a case, but I, of course, a kind of a messenger of of theungarian government, but but it would be even better if they would directly, you know, pick the phone and maybe ask their colleague, that hey, if there's a good good relation, you know, they can always do that. I had a discussion with one Dutch politician, for example, was very critic uh about Hungarian politics. and uh well, I told him that of course that's completely fine, because why why shouldn't he be critic? Yeah, he can have his own ideas and tell them and popping it. But I would kindly ask him to be on one hand fair, because you can be critical and fair at the same time, and he should always base his critique on facts. not on something he has heard or read, but on facts. And if he's not sure about the facts, he can always ask us because we can provide original text, we can provide original speech, we can explain how the ciation is to be seen from our perspective where it actually happened Bill. And afterwards, you can still, of course, be critically critical, but uh it happens very often that people formulate a criticism that is not based on facts, but on something they have heard, someone thought it might be like this or like that. And and my advice to all Dutch politicians I talked to is always, if you have questions, please ask and afterwards you can still be as critical as you would like to. This is of course I I can imagine that one of the problems you face in your daily job, uh, which is that uh you uh have a lot you have you meet a lot of fake news and which, you know, of course, especially in politics can be very problematic. Yes, fake news I mean, fake news is one one big issue these days in general. Everybody meets fake news, but even even more problematic is unique a lot of framed news. And so you you if there's an event that takes place, you do not get only the description of hey, this and this happened, full. And then there is an opinion about it. But very often the opinion and the information is mixed already and not not usually not declared very clearly. So what I learned at school, um, if you write an essay, you have a pro, a con, a summary, your own opinion, and you separate the the these parts from each other. In today's newspaper writing in today's news reports, even the very serious ones very often, they mix it. there's like either a pro or a con and then it's just all mixed together rather than just put all separates. Exactly. This is what what I need very often and this is what I think is a little bit annoying that also to get information, you know about, let's say things that happen in the Netherlands. It's difficult sometimes to get the information separate from the opinion. And as a thinking person, I believe that I can, you know, judge myself based on information, then, of course, sometimes I'm interested also in the opinion of a journalist or someone who have an expert who has an opinion is sometimes a strong opinion. But I like to have it separate. Yeah, of course. And this is actually more chall more challenging than fake news is framed news. um 
My seventh question uh is uh how do you promote your country's culture and values in the host country? So as you mentioned it' maybe like a specific festivals or events that you do, you can uh tell me about it.
 Yeah, well, we don't have a cultural center here in in the Hague. which I think is a pity. I think it would be great to have a cultural institute, um that professionally would promote Hungarian culture. But of course, as a as a small embassy with a small staff would try to do as much as possible, um so we um just what we are planning at the moment, uh is a photo exhibition by a young photographer that likes to phot pictures of uh bridges, streets, public transport, uh vehicles and so on. And I think he makes fantastic pictures and the ones he took in Budapest, I will bring them to the Netherlands in in the arcoming weeks. Then uh we have uh once in once a year we have a great commemoration, uh with the Dutch foundation, the stifting uh m W. um where we commemorate our common hero, um Abirara Werter, who, for the Dutch was a great admiral and for the Hungarians was a great hero because he liberated Protestant priests uh that were taken uh as slaves as galleon slaves to the Mediterranean sea, and he um freed them um but we have the embassy festival uh whereas we help also hung here in artists and companies to be present. the organiz family day um actually, well to be honest, it's of us that is all we are not organizing it. It's the Hungarian Federations Hungarian organization that organizes a family day every year in Vasana and we support it. We help them and then we have that's a big event with the law. I think 500 people or something. So that's where Dutch people can meet Hungarian people, have a Hungarian food, have a Hungarian drink. and get to know each other, and the Hungarian culture and also they seek opportunities, for example, as an economical expansion or improvements. Exactly, yes, but yeah, economy and culture, I would separate. um sometimes it's similar, sometimes it's even the same, sometimes it has influence, but in general I try to separate also have very active Hungarian community because we have around 30, 35,000 Hungarians living in in the Netherlands in a very diverse community. People second, third generation already, but also seasonal workers, students, uh visiting professers, um all kind of people, people that work in the international organizations. So broad range of differentherent and they also in the everyday life, of course, um promote Hungarian culture and uh in in a way. Yeah, because I know that we in the industrial apartmentiament has an uh Hungarian politician as well, soapo, I believe. So those are like also people you talk with uh more, for example, so you talk more with than normal Dutch uh politicians or is the same. Um Actually, I'm talking to everyone. This is this is my approach. Uh, I I speak with people that uh do not like my government. I speak with people that like my government. I speak with people from the Hague and Amsterdam and Isswoll and Ron Koningen and Mastich. I try to meet as many, many people as possible. But of course it's a very interesting situation. We have two members of government that are of Hungarian descent uh the minister of economy and Die Berad and George Sabu, secretary of State, uh for a digitalization, this is this is great, but of course they they are not there because they're Hungarians but they're there because they are fantastic experts and because that was the agreement that was taken that they get these jobs. So I have other ministers I meet more often than the Hungarian ones. So that does not have have an influence now. But it but it's as great to see that we have talent at Hungarians that make it into such positions. And also in the if we take the opposition, we also have a Hungarian uh politician, for example, uh a cartipili, who is very critical with my government, but a prophanea in as well. Even though she was she's living here for decades already and so so party politics or um being of Hungearing descent alone is not a tririterian. No, but I can imagine that, for example, uh Saboy believe, I believe from Kertsart they call the no? as much as I know, it is from the video.. uh perhaps you can also like help Dutch politicians, like you do sometimes, um understand Hungarian politics better as well. Well, yes, I I'm not sure if he's promoting no, no Handiarian politics or values. I I think he does not because I mean, he was born and raised in in the Netherlands and he's a Dutch politician. but uh what what what might be, um something is, of course that I think so, that in private meetings, of course people ask him, that hey, why do you why is your name George and not I don't know, Pete? Yeah. And then maybe I mean he will explain that okay there was a 1956 in Hungary, there was an uprising against the Soviet Union, many Hungarians left the country and also his parents left the country. and you know, there's in this way, of course, he's also a hungieran ambassador, but not in the sense of representing Yungarian government. Yeah, because yeah, I have sometimes I have a situation where, like people yeah, ask me about somearian culture and a lot of times uh politics are like controversial subjects to speak about here. and then I can explain to them that why that's in a certain way that it is and uh, yeah, okay, no, maybe it's also doesn't that that much, uh, but I can imagine that sometimes maybe if he hurts or sees something, he uh looks at it or thinks about it in a different way than, uh some of his colleagues per perhaps to probably probably. but but maybe there are Dutch colleagues of him that have a you know, uh vacation house in Hungary. Maybe there's someone who knows Hungary even better than him. I don't know. But this is also something but what you say is also important that when you explain Hungary, it's not only but politics. It's about, it'sokai wine, it's about, it's about, you know, it's about the whole range of a country is not only politics and not especially not daily politics. That is an important part, but it's not the only part. So this is what I also try to explain, of course, to people when they ask me, okay, Mr. Auban or the government of Figs or something, okay, we can talk about that, but if you're interested in Hungary, you should look a little bit further than the today's article in one of the newspapers. is controversial 
Then, uh my eighth questions is, uh, what skills or qualities are the most important for your job?
Again, um I profit a lot from legal understanding. I'm not a lawyer, but I have a legal understanding, because running the embassy is lot of legal work as well. that language is to communicate with people, uh in general, to network, to to feel um quickly also sometimes in, you know a strange situations, you have because we meet strange situations. every day, you count a meeting where you don't know anyone or you have to you have to answer a question you did not hear before, you did not prepare. You have to be quick in uh adapting to a new situations and you have to be quick to adapt to different kind of people. You speak differently with a politician about Hungary than if you speak with a guy in the shop next door, if he asks you about Hungary or the cook in the restaurant who you speak to So it's you have to adapt to different situations, different people. I think this is maybe one of the key um yeah. key key see if key, uh competence is you need to have. So summarize there would be adaptation, communication and uh uh yeah, perhaps understanding.. And the positive approach, you should always be, you know, even even though you have sometimes difficult situations, you need to have a constructive pragmatic positive approach. then 
My ninth question I have for you is uh whether you could share some interesting, uh or like hard experiences you have had as an ambassador until now and in Netherlands. 
Because It is terribly difficult to get used to the Dutch climate and it is even more difficult to get used to the Dutch culture for lunch. for a Hungarian for a central European to have a sandwich for lunch is a catastrophe will to warm for lunch. But if you if you go to Germany, then many of the people also eat warm there, so, then it's you also live in Germany, so then it's like a bit weird that why does the deadlands have this? Because of the neighboring countries don't have this? Exactly. Yeah. So this is culturally, let's say, difficult situation. And politically, I did not meet it here in the Netherlands. I told you before that the pragmatism is is is something I value a lot here in this country. But in my previous job in Brussels, for example, I met people, say, okay, you' hung here and I don't even talk to you. Oh yeah. So if people, you know, based on whatsoever true or not true, doesn't matter if they close their lives and live in a bubble where they say are not even speaking to someone else. This is something I experienced in Brussels but this is something I did not experience in uh in the Netherlands. But this can be a problem, because diplomats work is to speak other to build bridges than what happened in Brussels was pretty weird and uh pretty unqualified as well. Yes, in my in my view, yes. Okay. uh then 
My tenth question, which I have is uh, what advice would you give to someone that would like to work in diplomacy or perhaps in an embassy or an ambassador?
Well, it depends on the back, of course. In general, I would probably tell people no matter what background, first understand what an embassy does, because people sometimes think, okay, it's about uh people in expensive suites that go with a black car, uh and to the car hotel and uh have cocktails with other ambassadors. I don't know if this picture was ever true, but it is certainly not true anymore. So it's a lot of hard work, uh, and it is a lot of administrational work, a lot of technical work, a lot of So if people like this kind of work in general, which is similar to other administrational jobs in, let's say, in administry, um any other ministry, where that is not abroad, uh, if people like that, that's fine, then you should identify what sector you would like to work, you know, if you want to go to a military diplomacy is different, then if you go to cultural diplomacy, or if you go to economical diplomacy. So it depends a bit on the on the background on on what you want to want to do.. But again, sometimes it's also easier if you in diplomacy can switch from diploma, let's say, economic to cultural diplomacy. So once you are in, be a generalist, be interested educate yourself. educate yourself in all fields, because you never know when you come into a situation where you need to speak about history, where you listen to someone about science, when you speak, you know, it's politics, science, culture, everything. Everything can be a subject. very first. It's very diverse, very colorful. um and very interesting, but also very challenging. Because, you know, if if I I am asked about, I don't know, Dutch science in the 15th century, maybe it might be challenging question. but I should be at least interested. I should be I should know what to ask. I shouldn't have an understanding where to put the question. And and and then, um that helps a lot. Also, what we doing at the moment, uh we are discussing um at the um uh CSP, it's the conference of the states partyies of the OPCW, um chemical weapons organization. We're discussing a broad range of questions, but for example, as well, chemical weapons. So we discuss actually chemicals. I'm not a chemistry, uh expert, but I have to be able to at least get the information to understand what we are talking about, is only after that I can work with the political content or the legal content of it. If I do not understand the chemical content, I can't do the next step. anymore. So that's why diplomatic diplomacy is like a very like a broad job or, uh sector, because you have like different types of diplomats, so as you mentioned economical, political, uh scientific chemists, and then, for example, a chemists or scientific diplomat could like help you, right? Well, if if you have if you have a diploma to understands the material, then, yes, but you have to be as a diplomat, you have always be to be able not to be a generalist, but you have to be able to become quickly an expert, in the sense of you have to at least understand understand what you're talking about. And sometimes you don't have an expert to explain it to you, so if you yourself have to be able to to make yourself an expert and sometimes a very short time. Yeah. So let's like interest plays role that you have to be interested. you have to educate yourself, you have to always want to learn new things. Exactly. Okay. 
Then my last question I have for you, which is a bit more specific and longer, uh is that uh Mr. Szijjarto, uh which is the minister of foreign Affairs of Hungary, uh was in the Netherlands last week and uh he said, and I quote, the whole context of the relationship has changed. This was between the Netherlands and the Hungary and he said that the victory victory of Wilders' party, the bet, uh in the elections, uh and how my question here is that how did other diplomats of the embassy, including yourself, have an, uh an influence, uh of the shift between the relationship of  Hungary and the Netherlands because it has improved, uh, his party has also joined the Patriots of your group, which is formed by Orbán Viktor, uh It has been reported that they have had several meetings in private before the election as well. What kind of influence did you guys have on this relationship between the relationship of Geert Wilders and Hungarian parliament of government? 
The whole context has changed for many different reasons. Um One of the most important reasons is, of course, that the Dutch uh have decided and their last elections to vote for another government other parties. And so the change of the government itself, without looking at what parties form the government, just for the moment, just the change of the government can already have an impact that can be positive and negative, neutral. In this case, um we consider it positive, because it is a government that has in some questions, uh, for example, in the question of migration, a position that is much more similar to what the Hungarian position is. So this, for the moment, if we just look at there is a new government and it has at least one subject that is completely different than it used to be. That already has a very positive impact. and then onus, if you have a new government and there is a party or a party leader or a minister or someone who has a positive approach towards either my government, or a member of my government or a member of my parliament or something, then, of course, it's easier to have a good relation because then if if you have someone who's open to speak with them, they maybe even have positive relations, like in the case ofatulers and uh Mr. Auban, where there's they have a friendship that lasts so really for for many years. But no, Mr. Wildas and his party are part of the go well, Mr. Wildas technically not, but his party is member of the government. and by by this, of course, that hasn't positive influence. But even if it's not about Mr. Wilders and the baby, but let's say the government itself, including VD, and NSC, their approach towards migration has a positive impact. So in this sense, in this context, this is a very fruitful um possibility a possibility for fruitful cooperation, because maybe in some questions, nothing has changed, but in the question of migration, everything has changed. and why did it change? Because the Dutch people have changed. The Dutch people have a different opinion about migration, today than 10 years ago. The Hungarian government has the same approach towards migration than 10 years ago. So in this case, in this question, Hungary has changed, nothing. But Dutch context has changed. And actually, in many other European countries, for example, in the question of migration, it is changing a lot. And in most countries, the approaching to the Hungarian position So in this question, I expect much better cooperation with most governments in Europe, but not an aw questions, of course. Maybe in some other questions, there will be no um no positive change, nor in the neither Netherlands, nor in other countries. But in this context, yeah, but okay, and then like for example, I can imagine that you have had an influencer this or maybe not. Ah, the influence of the well, the influence I have, because I arrived in March, was, of course, that I am person that is working a lot, that is meeting a lot of people, is explaining Hungarian situation a lot, but I did not vote for the Dutch government, I did not choose any members of the government. So in this context, of course, I have I had no impact. But I was organizing the the meeting of Mr. Siattle, my minister in the Netherlands and that he came to the Netherlands that was a little bit, maybe also because he saw that the Dutch have a more positive approach on sans subjects. They are willing to have good meetings, and then there's an ambassador who organizes the meetings. I call the people, I speak with the decision makers and then it happens that in one day, my minister meets the minister of foreign Affairs, the minister for Foreign trade, anders. So you have a ministerial visits and you have a, let's say more um personal uh meeting with one of the party leadguers. And that is quite a lot, deal. So you have an influence at the meeting, for example, between Hungarian politicians and Dutch politicians was like, um available or it could happen. Exactly... So if you have high level politicians that meet with each other, that's always the best, because then there can either agree or disagree, but they meet in person, and they speak about some subjects where they can find common ground, and that does not always have only a bilateral impact, but that can be also um in how how do they relate to a third country, let's say in foreign trade, for example. What do we do about trade agreements? What do we do about enlargement of the European Union? What so so there are many many other questions, of course, that are not necessarily only Hungarian Dutch relations, but um of global importance, maybe. And they can be discussed in person in a personal meeting. It's a fantastic. And if we as an embassy can can a little bit support to have more personal meetings, that's what we are here for. And it are succeeded all of time. Yes, that was a fantastic visit and great meetings, great talks and uh yeah. I I hope we have much more of these. I can imagine than I would like to thank you for this interview, as was an honor to meet you and to do an interview. uh, I think we I gained a lot of knowledge and perhaps the what you or listener as well. uh and hopefully we see each other next time. Yes, thank you very much for the opportunity. I hope uh, even though we had a very broad range of subjects that I did not answer too general um to them but also answered a little bit more specific as as as you as you wanted it. and I hope that uh, yeah, I listeners uh will will um think the same.. But uh if you have still open questions, you can any time come back to with um and I will try to answer them in the future as well. I. Thank you very much. Thank you.
